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In 1965, Captain Bruce G.
Johnson boarded a

helicopter to fly into enemy territory in
Vietnam. The enemy brought down his
helicopter. His companions died. The
last time anyone saw him, he was still
alive, but enemy fire prevented a rescue.

For years, his wife and three chil-
dren, Bryan, Bruce and Colleen, didn’t
know his fate. It wasn’t until after the
war that they discovered evidence that
he probably died that day. “We grew up
without a father and no ability to
mourn the loss of a father,” said Bryan.

As they grew up, the boys became
sponges for positive male role models.
They often found it at camp as their
Christian counselors fed into their
lives. But, they couldn’t shake the fact
that their identity was often tied into
their fatherlessness.

“People would ask, ‘What does your
dad do?’ When we told them that he
was missing in Vietnam, we would
hear, ‘Oh, you poor thing.’ One person
said something like, ‘Did you know
that there are all these promises and
blessings that God provides to those
who are growing up without a dad in
their lives?’ ” Bryan said.

“It was just a little seed that was

planted, that truth spoken into my life.
God did become the Father to the
fatherless (Psalm 68:5). That verse is
either a cliché or it means something.
It increasingly became my identity, not
as a fatherless kid who was victimized
by circumstance, but as the son of the
heavenly Father.”

Bruce added, “We went to Camp
Lake Louise (Boyne, Mich.) as kids.
Nobody called us out as being father-
less. But, God was faithful. He
provided men who planted seeds in
our hearts about the heart of God the
Father. As time went on, He nurtured
them. And in some ways, they became
like oaks of our identity.”

At 55, Bryan sold his business. God
gave him a vision to provide camp
scholarships to kids without fathers in
their lives from the funds of that sale.
He shared this vision with people who
bought his company. “By the time I
was done and went out into the hall,
two people had written checks to me
to help send more kids to camp.”

About a year and a half ago, he and
Bruce formed Psalm68five Ministries.
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Their brother-in-law, Kent Nunn,
serves with them on the board. Cur-
rently, they work with four camps:
Camp Lake Louise; Camp Wilderness
Ridge (Bastrop, Texas); Frontier Camp
(Grapeland, Texas); and Camp Beech-
point (Allegan, Mich.). And, they’re in
discussions with a Christian college
that has an outdoor ministry.

Children without fathers often feel
shame. They may blame themselves 
if their dad isn’t around. Bryan said, 
“A lot of kids believe that their dad
would be around if they were just
better kids.” Kids feel that dads share
secrets about how to be a man, how to
live in a family, how to build things,
how to work on cars, etc., and they’re
missing out on this important infor-
mation. Besides the shame, they feel
inadequate and incomplete.

Psalm68five Ministries is develop-
ing materials to train camp staff. They
also provide funds for a male and a

female counselor for the whole sum-
mer. These counselors minister to the
fatherless kids and plant seeds of God’s
Father love in their lives.

Last summer, Bryan bought several
journals and compiled a list Scriptures
that address fatherless children. Each
day, the kids, along with their
Psalm68five coordinators, looked at a
new verse, jotted down that verse in
their journal and wrote about how it
applied to their life.

Bruce said, “They may not remem-
ber many things [about camp], but
God’s Word will not return to Him
void. It might be 10, 15, 20 years
before we can fully know and appreci-
ate the impact of those seeds that 
were planted.”

Bruce added, “The word ‘redemption’
comes to mind because as hard as it was
to go through that experience, I’m so
grateful that God is redeeming those
days, redeeming our father’s life, and that
it’s counting toward a message that has
life in it, that has the opportunity to
change the trajectory of so many lives.” l
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Camps interested in partnering
with Psalm68five can check out 
the ministry further by visiting their
website: www.psalm68five.org.
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